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Abstract
This study aims at determining the effectiveness of the multicultural approach in the writing achievement of Indonesian language among fifth grade students of Islamic Elementary School who are grouped based on their learning motivation. This study can be catagozied as experimental study with 2x2 factorial design. The independent variable consists of two catagories, multicultural and conventional approaches. The population was  60 fifth grade students of at Al-Hamid Islamic School and State Islamic Primary School of Pemurus Dalam. The research instruments were using learning achievement tests and learning motivation questionnaires. The data were analyzed using two-way ANOVA and sheffe test. The results showed that (1) there were a gap in learning achievement between students in the experimental group and control group students, (2) there were differences in learning achievement between students with high motivation in the experimental group and the students of the control group, (3) there were differences in learning achievement between low motivated students in the experimental group and students of the control group, (4) the multicultural approaches proved to be more effective than the conventional one, and (5) there was no interaction between the approaches and the learning motivation. 
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Introduction 
Background of the study
Educational process can be done anytime and anywhere. Many experts even explain that humans need education since they were born until their entire life. It also has become a main asset for human to be better than others. The escalation of qualified human resources through school relates to the 12-year compulsory education program and the equal educational opportunities. The realization is the learning process as a form of effort to improve the quality of learning. Also, the application of the curriculum improvement tries to be suited to the readiness of teachers and students as well as to emphasize local or regional values.
For Indonesia context, education is inevitable from the urgency of multicultural values. It makes multicultural education crucial to be applied at every level of education (from elementary to higher education) and it actually has been implemented by several schools. The idea and practice of multicultural education in primary schools, especially Islamic primary schools (Madrasah Ibtidaiyah/MI) become the main focus of this research. 
As stated by Zamroni (2011: 140) that multicultural education is a form of educational reform that aims to provide equal opportunities for students regardless of their background so that all students can improve their abilities to the optimal level according to their interests and talents.
The habit formation in the process of multicultural is very important from elementary school age until adulthood to make them understand that the surrounding environment has a lot of diversity. The lack of understanding on multicultural education can cause various problems like conflict and clash, such as in Poso, Sampit, Surabaya terror, and other problems due to the diversity of Indonesia (Yaqin, 2005: 25).
The potential material to emphasize multicultural values is Indonesian language where it should be carried out with student-centered approach. It should be oriented to students’ needs for communication means that can be used to express all thoughts and feelings about identity, community and natural surroundings as well as emphasize on their socio-cultural needs (Zuchdi, 1997: 1-15). The students always experience changes or shifts in all the values of their life and they should be the central point of all forms of learning. Therefore, it must be understood early before learning is planned and carried out.
In language learning, students must be able to master four core aspects, i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing. Many students consider writing as the most difficult aspect as experienced by the students of Al-Hamid Islamic School and State Islamic Primary School of Pemurus Dalam. The lack of writing practice, the difficulty to express ideas in written forms and the monotonous learning approaches usually trigger the difficulties in writing.
Writing is one of language skills for indirect communication. In this activities, writers can utilize the vocabulary building and language structure. As part of language activities, language learning must be able to include four components of language skills. Reading and writing is one type of written language ability and is receptive, because by reading someone will get information and through writing he/she can express ideas. Writing can sharpen the views and broaden their knowledge. Thus, writing activity is very important and significant for students to improve their abilities and knowledge.
Indonesian language learning in Islamic elementary schools is expected to be able to develop students’ insights, abilities, interests and writing skills. To achieve this objectives, it requires appropriate approach, method, strategy and learning media. In writing learning, it is necessary to have intensive control and supervision from teachers, as well as methods and approaches that are able to stimulate students' imagination in expressing ideas into good and correct essays.
Based on the initial observations results, writing learning at Al-Hamid Islamic School and State Islamic Primary School of Pemurus Dalam has not received special attention from the classroom teacher. The teacher spend the biggest portion of teaching with the lecture method without any approach and learning media. The interviews section with students revealed that the students felt bored and lack of interest in their writing lessons and the learning process is considered difficult and less attractive to students. This fact is supported by the results of the writing test conducted on Tuesday, May 17, 2017, which from 14 classes of fifth grade students, 10 students obtained the score below 75, and the mean score was only 55. 
In the learning process, the students seem to be working on assignments or some exercises from their textbooks and the result then discussed at the next meeting. The learning method dominated with lecturing as well as question and answer methods. Many research results indicate that the method is not appropriate because elementary students prefer to tasks done in groups, even better if each group contain various levels of ability, different races and equal numbers according to gender. 
The process of education in schools has a strong relationship to the curriculum, even the implementation of an education program refers to the educational objectives set out in the 2013 curriculum. Indonesian language was developed as an integrated science lesson not as educational disciplines. It implements mapping of the basic competencies in which students gain the character of care, responsibility, patriotism, concern on natural disasters and balance of ecosystems and nation life using Indonesian language (Minster of Education and Culture, 2014: 3-4).
Learning Indonesian language should be supported by the appropriate media and the approach. However, the applied media and approaches in the classroom are not in line with the government's targets, especially the integrated Indonesian language material. In case of media, the teachers usually use textbooks and modules containing paragraphs with some explanations which tend to make students bored and less motivated. Moreover, the assumption of writing as a difficult and boring lesson as well as the use of traditional approaches or methods can decrease the student interest to write. In fact, the initial requirement to form motivation is the interest. A similar idea expressed by Arigiyati (2011: 923) that someone who has great motivation will show interest, attention, concentration, high perseverance, and achievement-oriented without boredom, and giving up. Yasa et al. (2013) also reinforce that students who have high learning motivation can find it easier to follow the learning process because they feel that learning is important, on the other hand, low motivation students seem unhappy so they have difficulty to understand the concepts and the learning processes. In this circumstance, multicultural approach in classroom learning is really needed to raise the students’ interest and motivation.
The students are urged to have learning with multicultural context because the diversity of backgrounds and cultural contexts can be a potential subjects to be presented as the material of learning activities in the classroom. Related to this, Banjarmasin, known as a city that has many ethnicities, races and diverse cultures can be a representative setting. The survey results also indicate that at Al-Hamid Islamic School and State Islamic Primary School of Pemurus Dalam have not been effective in following the basic concepts of multicultural education in their learning process.
It is supported by the study from Tao Yu & Yuan Zhang (2016) that find out all school lessons are integrated with the nation requirements, without any special material that describes Miao local culture, music, sports and art as the nature of culture. It makes the students easily obtain cultural identity problems such as Miao language, ethnic dances, customs, taboos, ethnic festivals and lack of the opportunity to understand their own history and cultural traditions.
The above facts are quite similar with the education system of Indonesia where the students can easily exposed to cultural identity issues such as local language, ethnic dances, customs, cultural festivals and lack of knowledge on the history and traditions. In order to overcome these problems, multicultural approach should be widely socialized in educational institutions.
The characteristics of multicultural education according to Nieto and Bode (Saliman, 2014: 394-395) include the following points,“First, multicultural education is anti racist. Second, it is basic, meaning multicultural education should be considered as important as reading, writing, and math. Third, multicultural education is critical for all students, not just for  student of color, or for those who are considered disadvantaged. Fourth, multicultural education is pervasive. It is embedded in all aspects of school life, environment, lessons, and relationships among teachers, students, and the larger school community. Fifth, multicultural education promote social justice. Sixth, multicultural educations is an ongoing process, complex process that is never fully complete. Finally, multicultural  education is an critical pedagogy; building on the experiences, knowledge, and viewpoints of the learners and the teachers”.  According to that suggestion, it can be inferred that multicultural education has characteristics of anti-racism. 
Multicultural education is a pedagogical approach that teaches students to respect and live with diversity. Teachers' efforts in promoting understanding and sensitivity in classrooms as well as culturally relevant involving: (1) contribution approaches; (2) additive approach; (3) transformation approach; (4) social action approach (Howe & Lisi, 2014: 22).
In addition to these four approaches, Nieto (2010: 249) emphasizes that there are other supporting aspects in multicultural education, namely tolerance, acceptance, respect, and affirmation, solidarity, and criticism. The core values of multicultural education are democratization, humanism and pluralism. The value of democratization or justice is a comprehensive term in all forms, both cultural, political and social justice. Meanwhile, the value of humanism is basically an acknowledgment of plurality, heterogeneity, and human diversity. Finally, the value of pluralism, namely the view that recognizes the diversity in a nation. Multicultural education is a process of comprehensive school reform and basic education for all students. It challenges and rejects racism and other forms of discrimination in school and society and accepts and affirms the pluralism (etnic, racial, linguistic, religious, economic, and gender, among others) that reflect students, their communities, and teachers (Nieto, 2010: 68).
	According to Sleeter & Grant, multicultural learning is “a policy in the process of education to acknowledge, accept, and affirm human differences and similarities related to gender, race and class" (Suryana & Rusdiana, 2015: 282). Through multicultural learning, students can have an independence attitude in realizing and resolving their life problems. Carl Grant and Christine Sleeter in Howe & Lisi, (2014: 23) have proposed a model for multicultural education by covering five approaches, namely: a) teaching culturally difference, b) human relations approach, c) single group studies, d) multicultural education, e) multicultural education and social reconstruction. The five approaches considered accurate, so that teachers not only focus on one strategy but they need to use various strategies to meet the needs of various student-learning styles. This study focuses on the forth approach, namely multicultural education where the subject matter contain material of ethnic and perspective. Various strategies are prepared to accommodate various learning styles including teaching and assessment strategies.
There are some stages that must be conducted to become effective multicultural teachers. Howe & Lisi (2014: 53) develop four stages that are cyclical processes including knowledge, awareness, skills, and action.
Knowledge 
skills 
actions 
awareness 
Becoming multicultural educator






        
Figure 1
A Model for Personal Development In Multicultural Education
(Howe & Lisi, 2014: 52)

In multicultural education, firstly, teachers must develop an awareness of reality bias, prejudice, and discrimination faced by others and themselves. Then, they must also have knowledge of external perspectives and culture. Thirdly, they need to develop the skills to teach diverse cultures and learning styles. Finally, they need to develop a plan of personal action to improve one's knowledge, skills and trends in diversity, as well as efforts to develop an action plan institution through multicultural education. In this study, the process of writing on Indonesian language learning among the students of Islamic elementary school focused on the stages of knowledge, awareness and skills as well as simple actions since the stage development of elementary students is at the level of recognizing concepts.
The research related to the multicultural aspects has also been carried out by Vittburg (2016) who tried to find out the approach to the multicultural education for teachers of early age and the perceived obstacles in developing the message of anti-bias. The aspects include: a) teacher's report on race discussion, b) color-conscious approach, c) color-mute approach, d) avoiding race discussion, e) teachers' perceptions related to race discussion. Here, multicultural education is expected to help teachers in implementing several programs that can respond to students’ diversities.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Research Method 
This study used the experimental method with 2x2 factorial design. The dependent variable was the student writing learning achievement, the independent variable was the learning approach consisting of multicultural approaches and conventional approaches. The second independent variable was the student learning motivation categorizing into two groups, low and high. The 2x2 factorial analysis design for this study can be seen in Table 1 below.



Table 1
Design of Experimental Research of 2x2 factorial 
	                  Learning approach
Learning Motivation
	Multicultural 
(A1)
	Conventional
(A2)

	High (B1)
	A1B1
	A2B1

	Low (B2)
	A1B2
	A2B2


	Explanation:
A1 	= Multicultural approach
A2	= Conventional approach 
B1	= Students with high motivation of Indonesian language learning 
B2	= Students with low motivation of Indonesian language learning

The population of this study was all students in fifth grade of seven Islamic elementary schools in Banjarmasin. The sampling was done randomly by considering the students’ diversity of their ethnicity, religion, parent's educational background, and gender. The following stages were done successively. They were 1) determining two schools as the research setting; 2) determining both schools randomly to be the experimental and the control group; 3) grouping the students based on their level of learning motivation through questionnaire before the treatment; 4) sorting the results of the learning motivation questionnaire of all students from the highest score to the lowest; 5) determining the upper group of students as highly motivated students and lower group students as low motivated group of students. The number of samples used in each stage according to the study design were 60 students.

The following Table 2 describes the number of upper and lower group samples based on these provisions.
Table 2
Group Category
	School
	High Motivation
	Low Motivation
	Number

	Al-Hamid Islamic School
	14
	16
	30

	State Islamic Primary School of Pemurus Dalam
	16
	14
	30



Data analysis was performed to test the hypotheses and to determine its effectiveness by using the Scheffe test. The data collection consisted of two types, data on learning motivation and achievement of writing among the fifth grade students in the first semester of Islamic elementary school in the academic year of  2017/2018. The data on student learning achievement were collected by a test developed by the researchers. The number of items was 30, with a reliability coefficient of 0.825 and the learning motivation questionnaire used a Likert scale of 12 items with a reliability coefficient of 0.786.
The escalation of learning achievement in Indonesian language writing was analyzed through the Gain score. The initial and the final score were used to obtain the gain score through the equation proposed by Knight (2004: 47):

The score here was the entire class mean score. The mean score of post test results from cognitive learning achievement was the mean score of the test results after the students used multicultural approach, and the mean of cognitive pretest was the mean score of the test before the students had the multicultural approach.
After that, the gain score was classified according to the gain score criteria. The following is the the gain score criteria by Hake (1998: 65).
Table 3. The gain score criteria
	Criteria
	Score

	High  
	g ≥ 0,7

	Medium 
	0,7 > g ≥ 0,7

	Low 
	g < 0,7



The normality of the data was tested using the Kolmogorov Smirnov (K-S) test, while the variance homogeneity was tested using the F test or lavene test. Meanwhile, the research hypothesis was tested using the two-way analysis of variance (ANAVA) technique.



Result and Discussion 
The results of hypothesis testing through two-way analysis of variance can be summarized in Table 4 below.
Table 4. the summary of Two-Way Analysis of Variance (ANAVA)
	Variance source 
	Number of Quadrate 
	db
	Mean of  Quadrate
	Fcount
	Ftable
0.05
	Probability of error

	Approach (A)
	198.302
	1
	198.302
	21.293
	4.012
	.000

	Motivation  (B)
	287.069
	1
	287.069
	30.824
	4.012
	.000

	Approach *
	20.612
	1
	20.612
	2.213
	4.012
	.142

	Motivation 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Probability 
	530.853
	57
	9.313
	-
	
	

	Error (D)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	32062.000
	60
	-
	-
	
	

	Total of Reduction
	1023.049
	60
	-
	-
	
	


R square = .481(adjusted R Squared = .454)
To find out the higher and effective approach, it can be done using the Scheffe test. The results of the test can be seen as follows.



Table 5. Table of Scheffe test result 
	No
	Comparison of mean group 
	Tcount
	ttable
	Explanation

	1.
	A1 and A2 
	4,48
	2,00
	tcount > ttable

	2.
	A1 B1  and A2 B1
	4,40
	2,00
	tcount> ttable

	3.
	A1 B2  and A2 B2
	2,50
	2,00
	tcount > ttable



Based on the results of the analysis above, it can be seen that there was no effect of the interaction between the learning approach and student learning motivation. Thus, the multicultural approach can be applied to any student's level of motivation.
Firstly, the research hypothesis stating that the learning achievement of writing students with the multicultural approach is higher than students with conventional approaches can be proven based on the data. According to the learning achievements, the multicultural approach is effective to measure low, medium and high cognitive abilities. Related to the characteristics of students’ writing, such as active activities of understanding, accepting, rejecting, comparing as well as believing the opinions in writing. Those characteristics are in accordance with the nature of the multicultural approach, i.e. accepting diversity.
The facts that support the above reasons were the achievement of the mean learning achievement of writing with the multicultural approach was higher than the students who were taught with conventional approaches. It was empirical evidence that treatment through multiculturalism was more effective in improving students achievement in experimental groups than the control group. Thus, the stated hypothesis is proven to be true. Learning through a multicultural approach continuously can improve the students learning achievement compared to the conventional approach. 
The findings above are supported by the opinions from the experts who state that the results as part of the analysis of cognitive effects on writing learning that have been investigated in various studies (Gagne et al. 1993; Pajares et al. 2001). The simple actions of writing will enhance new learning both at the conceptual and linguistic level. There is a difference between writing from a particular theme with writing as a process of finding, where understanding and mastering concepts are closely related to the interaction between themes and aspects of rhetoric (the relationship between themes, purpose of writing, gender, age and target audience). The students' awareness on the importance of writing strategies not only increases verbal abilities but also achievements in learning (Pajaraes, 2000: 353-365).
Secondly, the research hypothesis stating that learning achievement between the high learning motivation students who are given multicultural treatment is higher than conventional group students can be empirically proven by the data. The characteristics of high learning motivation were in accordance with the multicultural approach, namely students critical thinking and creativity, cooperation, striving to achieve better learning standards, and creating meaningful relationships. The most important thing is that the multicultural approach can provide a richer feedback value for students which in turn will improve the optimal quality of student learning. The multicultural approach provides freedom in expressing ideas and thoughts to encourage students to express their opinions confidently so they can enhance the learning quality. The freedom to express themselves in case of opinions can increase the students’ learning motivation, as an important factor in the learning process that reflected in the applicable curriculum.
Based on the results of Saliman's research, et. al (2014: 399), multicultural education is integrated into all subjects because the curriculum is one aspect of multicultural education which plays an important role in directing teachers to educate students in the classroom. Thus, the multicultural education model can be run more systematically and structured.
The fact that supporting the above statement shows that the mean score of learning achievement among students who have motivation to learn and taught through the multicultural approach is higher than those who are learned through the conventional approaches. It is in line with the characteristics of the multicultural approach with high motivational characteristics. Therefore, the high learning motivation students taught with the multicultural approach gain higher learning achievement compared to the students with conventional approaches.
Thirdly, the research hypothesis stating that students' learning achievement between low learning motivation students who are given multicultural treatment is higher than students with conventional treatment can be proven in the field tested by the data. The characteristics of low learning motivation are very dependent on external motivation and lack of initiative in learning, they tend to prefer learning programs that have been structured and follow learning programs whose goals have been clearly formulated. They are also very dependent on the teacher while, in multicultural approaches, it encourages the students to organize ideas, judge, make conclusions and explain cause and effect. Thus, the multicultural approach facilitate students who have low learning motivation to actively participate in the learning process to increase their motivation and learning performance, which subsequently improve their optimal learning achievement.
The fact supporting the above statement suggests that the achievement of the mean score of learning achievement among low learning motivation students which are taught with multicultural approach is higher than students who are treated with the conventional approaches. Thus, the students who have low learning motivation taught through a multicultural approach gain higher learning achievement than students with conventional approaches.
Fourthly, the research hypothesis stating that there is an interaction between the learning approach and learning motivation towards student achievement cannot be proven empirically by the data. It means the multicultural approach can be applied to all groups, both of highly motivated groups and low motivated groups. So, it can be concluded that the effectiveness of the multicultural approach does not depend on the level of the student motivation towards the results of Indonesian language writing.
The results of this study are also supported by Siswandari's (2014) which illustrates that learning in schools can be a crucial aspect for multiculturalism. Therefore, learning Indonesian language and literature should be relevant to the context of society. Teachers and students can utilize a variety of materials that are relevant to the context of multicultural life as well as developing critical thinking  to have meaningful learning. In addition, it is suggested that in the learning of short story and poetry appreciation, the teacher should choose a multicultural theme to encourage students to be wise in addressing differences.
The results of the analysis show that there is no interaction between the learning approach and learning motivation, but through multicultural approach, the students become more confident to express opinions or ideas differently from their friends even their teachers. The stimulus from the teacher can be also some indicator of the student learning motivation. It is in the form of motivational treatment, by giving praise to students. In completing assignments, the students work together with their groups so that they get different experiences from his/her group members. In other words, the multicultural approach provides a learning environment that allows students to express themselves, respect other opinions and give students the opportunity to find and discover their own knowledge though they are different from one another.
It is in line with the results of Atamimi's research (2015: 67) which found that applying counseling in elementary schools requir qualified psychological skills, because of the diversity or multi-ethnicity in elementary school students and their different characteristics.  




CONCLUSION
Based on the results of the hypothesis testing and the discussion, some conclusion can be drawn related to the learning process of writing among fifth grade students of elementary school for Indonesian language subject, such as,  (1) there were a gap in learning achievement between students in the experimental group and control group students, (2) there were differences in learning achievement between students with high motivation in the experimental group and the students of the control group, (3) there were differences in learning achievement between low motivated students in the experimental group and students of the control group, (4) the multicultural approaches proved to be more effective than the conventional one, and (5) there was no interaction between the approaches and the learning motivation (interaction AxB).
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